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at all. On the west the coast-line ran in a series of
promontories formed by splendid mountain ranges, and
beyond them all was the setting sun just dipping below
the horizon. Shackle took bearings and angles and I
made a sketch, though we were nearly frozen in doing it.

They continued their explorations round the
island,

in a minglement of Barrier and glacier ice ... to a
bay roll of strange mounds some 6 or 8 feet high of very
deep blue ice with star-shaped fractures, raised probably
by water pressure underneath, also heaps of crystals of
magnesium salts on the flat ice.1

On February 22 they made a great march for
home, leaving their pram at a point below the
Barrier Edge where it abuts on the southern slopes
of Grater Hill ; and it has been called Pram Point
ever since.

Meanwhile another larger party had been dis-
patched in the direction of Gape Grozier under
Royds, and on March 10 Wilson, having taken a
day out in bitter weather to a distant seal-rookery
to sketch, discerned a c black dot far away towards
Mount Erebus which could be nothing but the sledge-
party or part of it returning, but they were more
than a day's journey off.' With this news he
returned to the ship : it was not credited, but the
next day confirmed it.

The tragic fate that befell this, the second sledge
party, has been told at length by Scott. It was the
occasion of the death of Seaman Vince, who,
losing his footing on an ice-cliff, shot past his
horrified companions into the sea ; and of the loss

true origin *of these ice-mounds with their deposits
of Mirabilite (natural Glauber salts) was discovered by Prof.
Debenham, a geologist of Scott's Last Expedition.